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Welcome

Dear Friends and Colleagues:

Welcome to San Diego! We are delighted to hold this year’s gathering of church
leaders on the West Coast, and we are greatly looking forward to important
discussions about Pope Francis’ landmark encyclical Laudato Si’.

We want to thank the Frances G. Harpst Center for Catholic Thought and
Culture, the Franciscan School of Theology, and the University of San Diego for
welcoming this gathering to their beautiful campus and extending countless
assistance and courtesies to us. We also wish to thank the Bishop of San Diego,
Cardinal Robert McElroy, for his help in making this gathering possible.

This year we have adopted some significant changes to the format, hoping to
increase the time allowed for discussion. We have brought together a variety of
speakers to help direct our thoughts to the vital issues raised by Laudato Si’ and,
with prayer and hospitality, we again hope to provide a forum where we can all
discern the way forward for the Church we love.
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Conference Schedule

All events will be held in Founders Hall-Ministry Center unless otherwise indicated

Wednesday, February 21st, 2024

3:00 p.m. onward | Hotel check-in
Best Western Plus Hacienda Hotel Old Town
4041 Harney Street, San Diego, CA 92110

6:00 p.m. | Dinner
Cafe Coyote
2461 San Diego Avenue, San Diego, CA 92110
(Within walking distance from hotel)

Thursday, February 22nd, 2024

7:30 a.m. | Buses depart from the hotel for the University of San Diego

8:00 a.m. | Mass
Founders Chapel
Principal Celebrant: Cardinal Robert McElroy, Diocese of San Diego

8:45 a.m. | Breakfast and Welcome
Founders Hall-Ministry Center

9:15 a.m. | Panel, “Laudato Si’ in an Ecclesial Context”
Meghan Clark, St. John’s University
Archbishop Paul Etienne, Archdiocese of Seattle
Michael P. Murphy, Loyola University Chicago
Facilitator: Michael Sean Winters, Sacred Heart University/National
Catholic Reporter

10:45 a.m. | Break

11:00 a.m. | Panel, “Confronting Obstacles to Laudato Si’”
Monsignor Charles Antonicelli, Archdiocese of Washington
Kim Daniels, Georgetown University
Ted Smith, Christina Lee Brown Envirome Institute, University of
Louisville
Facilitator: Anne Thompson, NBC News

12:30 p.m. | Lunch


http://www.haciendahotel-oldtown.com/

Conference Schedule

All events will be held at Founders Hall-Ministry Center unless otherwise indicated

1:30 p.m. | Report, “Climate Change: The View from the Pews”
Introduction: Bishop W. Shawn McKnight, S.T.D., Diocese of Jefferson City
Thomas Gaunt, S.J., Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate,
Georgetown University
Mark Gray, Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate, Georgetown
University

Facilitators: David Gibson, Fordham University, & Mark Massa, S.J., Boston College

3:00 p.m. | Break

3:15 p.m. | Panel, “The Menu: Where Do We Start?”
Vincent Alvarez, NYC Central Labor Council
Aruni Bhatnagar, Christina Lee Brown Envirome Institute, University of Louisville

Sr. Carol De Angelo, S.C., Office of Peace, Justice and Integrity of Creation
Lonnie Ellis, O.F.S., In Solidarity

Christina Bagaglio Slentz, Diocese of San Diego
Nancy Tuchman, Loyola University Chicago
Facilitator: Christopher White, National Catholic Reporter

4:45 p.m. | Buses return to hotel

6:30 p.m. | Dinner (buses depart hotel at 6:00 p.m.)
Peohe’s, 1201 1st Street, Coronado, CA 92118
Buses return to hotel after dinner



https://maps.google.com/?cid=14372992759049941844

Conference Schedule

All events will be held at Founders Hall-Ministry Center unless otherwise indicated

Friday, February 23rd, 2024

7:30 a.m. | Buses depart hotel for the University of San Diego

8:00 a.m. | Mass
Founders Chapel
Principal Celebrant: Cardinal Christophe Pierre, Apostolic Nuncio

8:45 a.m. | Breakfast

9:15 a.m. | Panel, “Pastoral Perspectives: Healing the Earth, Healing the Church”
Sr. Nathalie Becquart, X.M.C.J., General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops
Fr. Louis Cameli, Archdiocese of Chicago
Michael Schuck, Loyola University Chicago
Facilitator: Sam Sawyer, S.J., America Magazine

10:45 a.m. | Break

11:00 a.m. | Panel, “Hispanic Perspectives on Pastoral Theology”
Victor Carmona, University of San Diego
Emilce Cuda, Secretary of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America
Facilitator: Ellen Koneck, Commonweal

12:30 p.m. | Lunch

1:30 p.m. | Closing Remarks
Cardinal Joseph Tobin, C.Ss.R., Archbishop of Newark

2:30 p.m. | Buses return to hotel




Presenters

Vincent Alvarez

Vincent Alvarez has served as NYC Central Labor Council’s president since 2011. He previously served as
Assistant Legislative Director of the NYC Central Labor Council, spearheading various worker-related
policy initiatives throughout the state. He is a member of the National AFL-CIO State Federation and
Central Labor Council Advisory Board, as well as Chairman of the New York Federal Reserve. Vinny is a
graduate of the State University of New York at Oneonta, where he majored in business economics.

Reverend Monsignor Charles V. Antonicelli

Monsignor Charles Antonicelli received his B.A. from Boston College and J.D. from The Catholic
University of America. He practiced law before discerning a call to the priesthood and was ordained in
1993. In 2006, Pope Benedict XVI named Father Antonicelli a chaplain to His Holiness. In 2008,
Monsignor Antonicelli was named Episcopal Vicar for Canonical Services and was appointed Vicar
General and Moderator of the Curia in 2018. He currently serves as pastor of Our Lady of Mercy Parish in
Potomac, Maryland and was recently appointed Judicial Vicar of the Metropolitan Tribunal.

Sr. Nathalie Becquart, X.M.C.J.

Sr. Nathalie Becquart is Under-Secretary to the General Secretariat of the Synod at the Vatican. She is a
French Xaviére sister, Missionary of Christ-Jesus. She studied philosophy and theology in Paris at Centre
Sevres and specialized in ecclesiology at Boston College with research on synodality. She served as
Director of the National Service for the Evangelization of Youth and Vocations of the French Bishops’
Conference. Sr. Nathalie became the consultor to the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops. In 2021
she was appointed by Pope Francis as Undersecretary of the Synod of Bishops and was also appointed as
a member of the Dicastery for Communication.

Aruni Bhatnagar, M.D.

Dr. Aruni Bhatnagar is Professor of Medicine and Distinguished University Scholar at the University of
Louisville. He is the Director of the Christina Lee Brown Envirome Institute and Co-Director of the
American Heart Association Tobacco Regulation Center. Working with investigators at the University of
Louisville and collaborators across the world, he has spearheaded the development of the new field of
Environmental Cardiology, which links the risk of heart disease to natural, social, and personal
environments.

Reverend Louis J. Cameli

Fr. Louis J. Cameli is a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago. He studied theology at the Gregorian
University in Rome where he received a doctorate in theology with a specialization in spirituality. He is
the author of more than a dozen books, including A New Vision of Family Life: A Reflection on Amoris
Laetitia. Fr. Cameli has served as a retreat director for priests’ retreats and as a presenter for priests’
convocations in the United States, Canada, and New Zealand. Currently, he is Cardinal Blase Cupich’s
Delegate for Christian Formation and Mission with residence at Holy Name Cathedral in Chicago.

Victor Carmona, Ph.D.

During undergraduate studies at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service, a professor
introduced Victor Carmona to Catholic social teaching to help him think through the fundamental
questions of power and justice that immigrants’ lives raise. After several years’ work with immigrants and
border communities he began graduate studies in moral theology and Christian ethics at the University of
Notre Dame. Victor taught graduate students at Oblate School of Theology before joining the Theology
and Religious Studies Department at the University of San Diego in 2017.
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Presenters

Meghan Clark, Ph.D.

Meghan Clark is an associate professor of moral theology and assistant chair in the Department of
Theology and Religious Studies at St. John’s University in Queens. She is author of The Vision of
Catholic Social Thought: The Virtue of Solidarity and the Praxis of Human Rights. Meghan is currently
on the Catholic delegation for the Dicastery for Christian Unity’s Informal Conversations between the
Catholic Church and the Salvation Army. She serves as a faculty expert at the Holy See Mission for the
United Nations in New York on matters relating to women, human rights, and development. She has
published extensively in academic and public outlets on Catholic social teaching.

Emilce Cuda, Ph.D.

Emilce Cuda received her Ph.D. from the Pontifical Catholic University of Argentina, and she currently
serves as the Secretary of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America, Holy See. She is also a member
of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences and the Pontifical Academy Pro-Vita; a CELAM advisor;
and professor at Loyola University of Chicago. Emilce is a member of the research team “The Future of
Work, Labor after Laudato Si™” at the International Catholic Migration Commission. Her most recent
book is To Read Francisco: Theology, Ethics and Politics.

Kim Daniels, J.D.

Kim Daniels is the director of the Initiative on Catholic Social Thought and Public Life and an adjunct
professor in the Department of Theology and Religious Studies at Georgetown University. Kim is a
member of the Vatican Dicastery for Communication and a member of the Synod 2021-2024
Communications Commission. She is also a consultor to the U.S. Bishops' Committee for Religious
Liberty, and she has been an advisor to the Vatican, U.S. bishops, and Catholic organizations on issues
including immigration, human life and dignity, religious liberty, and care for creation. Kim is a graduate
of Princeton University and the University of Chicago Law School.

Sr. Carol De Angelo

Sr. Carol De Angelo, a Sister of Charity of New York, is Director of the Office of Peace, Justice and
Integrity of Creation for her Congregation where she works with others on awareness and advocating on
issues that impact those in need and our Common Home, Earth. Sr. Carol is involved with the steering
committee of Metro New York Catholic Climate Movement, a chapter of the Laudato Si’ Movement.
Carol has a master’s degree in social work from Yeshiva University and a Master of Divinity from Seton
Hall University.

Lonnie Ellis, O.F.S.

Lonnie Ellis is the founding executive director of In Solidarity, a communications nonprofit amplifying
the Catholic Church’s social mission. He has organized dozens of public events with bishops, with
actions ranging from a climate meeting at the White House to solidarity visits to immigrant detention
centers. Lonnie has also served the USCCB on special projects, contributing communications support on
immigration and organizing press conferences on Laudato Si’. Lonnie is a member of the Order of
Franciscans Secular (OFS), is an aspirant for the diaconate with the Archdiocese of Washington, and
holds a Master of Arts in Theology from Washington Theological Union.
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Presenters

The Most Reverend Paul D. Etienne, D.D, S.T.L.

Paul Etienne was named archbishop of Seattle on September 3, 2019, by Pope Francis. Before that, he
was the fourth archbishop for the Archdiocese of Anchorage, Alaska, after serving as bishop of the
Diocese of Cheyenne, Wyoming. He studied at Bellarmine College in Louisville, Kentucky, the
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota, and the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome,
where he earned a Licentiate of Spiritual Theology in 1995. Archbishop Etienne was ordained a priest
in the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, where he served in a variety of roles.

Reverend Thomas P. Gaunt, S.J.

Fr. Tom Gaunt has served as the Executive Director of the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate
(CARA) at Georgetown University in Washington, DC since 2011. Prior to coming to CARA, he served in
Jesuit governance as the Socius/Executive Secretary of the Jesuit Conference-USA for nine years and the
Formation and Studies Director of the Maryland and New York Jesuit Provinces for seven years. After
ordination, he spent ten years in pastoral ministry in the Diocese of Charlotte. Fr. Gaunt has a Ph.D. in
City and Regional Planning from the University of North Carolina.

David Gibson

David Gibson is director of Fordham University’s Center on Religion and Culture, taking up that role in
2017 after a long career as an award-winning religion journalist, author, and filmmaker. He has written
for a variety of magazines and periodicals and is the author of two books on Catholicism: The Coming
Catholic Church: How the Faithful are Shaping a New American Catholicism and The Rule of
Benedict: Pope Benedict XVI and His Battle with the Modern World. He co-wrote and co-produced
several documentaries on Christianity for CNN and the History Channel and co-authored a book on
biblical archeology. Before coming to Fordham, David reported for Religion News Service and
specialized in coverage of the Vatican and the Catholic Church.

Mark M. Gray, Ph.D.

Mark Gray is the Director of CARA Catholic Polls (CCP) and a Senior Research Associate at CARA. He
has a Ph.D. in Political Science and a M.A. in Social Sciences from the University of California, Irvine.
Methodologically, Mark specializes in survey research, demographic studies, trend analysis, and cross-
 sectional time-series studies. Academically, his research focuses on political culture, political
participation, religion and politics, mass media, popular culture, and the history of exploration.

Ellen Koneck

Ellen Koneck is the executive director at Commonweal. Prior to this role, Ellen was an adjunct lecturer
at Sacred Heart University, the acquisitions editor at Anselm Academic, and, most recently, the head
writer & editor at Springtide Research Institute, an organization dedicated to examining trends in the
religious lives of young people. She has published essays in America, Commonweal, Chicago Catholic,
Plough, and Reflections, among other outlets, and has appeared on various podcasts. Ellen sits on the
board of directors at Liturgical Press, and has her M.A. in religion from Yale Divinity School.
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Reverend Mark Massa, S.J.

Fr. Mark Massa is Professor of Theology and Director of the Boisi Center for Religion and American
Public Life at Boston College. For six years he served as dean and decanus of the Ecclesiastical
Faculty at the School of Theology and Ministry at BC. He is the author of seven books, most recently
The Structure of Theological Revolutions: How the Fight Over Birth Control Transformed
American Catholicism (Oxford). Oxford University Press will publish his Catholic Fundamentalism
in America later this year.

The Most Reverend W. Shawn McKnight

Shawn McKnight was ordained the fourth bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Jefferson City, Missouri
on February 6, 2018. Prior to that, he served in Washington, D.C. as executive director of the USCCB
Secretariat for Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations from 2010 to 2016. He holds multiple degrees
from Pontifical College Josephinum and Pontifical Athenaeum of St. Anselm in Rome. Bishop
McKnight served as chaplain at Newman University in Wichita and taught in the University’s
Institute of Catholic Studies. He also taught and held several roles at the Pontifical College
Josephinum seminary.

Michael P. Murphy, Ph.D.

Michael Murphy is the Director of Loyola’s Hank Center for the Catholic Intellectual Heritage. His
research interests are in theology and literature, systematic theology, and the literary/political
cultures of Catholicism—but he also thinks and writes about issues in eco-theology, social ethics, and
new media ecologies. Mike’s first book was the acclaimed A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar,
Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (Oxford). His most recent scholarly work is "Panem
et Circenses: Michel Houellebecq, Submission, and the Liturgies of Spiritual Exhaustion" in The Call
of Literature (2024). Mike has appeared on CNN, BBC, NPR, Fox, and PBS and his shorter pieces
have been published in America, NCR, and First Things, among other venues.

Michael J. Schuck, Ph.D.

Michael Shuck is Professor of Roman Catholic Social Thought in the Department of Theology and a
Professor of Environmental Justice in the School of Environmental Sustainability at Loyola
University Chicago. He holds a Ph.D. in Ethics and Society from the University of Chicago where he
also received Master’s degrees in Religious Studies and Political Science. He is the Founding
Director of the Joan and Bill Hank Center for the Catholic Intellectual Heritage at Loyola University
and currently assists the Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Human Development with global
university engagement in the Laudato Si Action Platform.

Christina Bagaglio Slentz, Ph.D.

Christina Slentz joined the Diocese of San Diego in July 2022 as the first full-time employee
dedicated to directing the ministry of creation care. She brings with her leadership experience from
her service in the United States Navy as well as a strong academic background on the topic of the
human impact of environmental degradation, climate migration, and potential for climate-induced
socio-political destabilization and human insecurity. She holds a B.A. from Notre Dame University,
and Master’s and Ph.D in International Studies from Old Dominion University.
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Ted Smith, Ph.D.

Ted Smith’s research focuses on environmental technologies that provide place-based clinical
insight for preventing or reducing the burden of disease. Dr. Smith co-founded the Envirome
Institute in 2018 and joined as a research associate professor in the division of environmental
medicine. In his research capacity, Ted is responsible for sourcing and coordinating a portfolio of
environmental monitoring ancillary studies as part of the Institute’s interventional Green Heart
clinical trial. Ted received his B.S. in Biology and Psychology from Allegheny College, his M.S. and
Ph.D. in Psychology from Miami University, and completed his post-doctoral studies at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Anne Thompson

Anne Thompson is an award-winning correspondent for NBC News. In 25 years, she has covered
everything from school shootings to presidential campaigns, but today focuses her attention on the
environment and the Catholic Church. Based in New York, she began her career with the network
at its Chicago bureau. Thompson is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame and currently
serves on its Board of Trustees.

Nancy C. Tuchman, Ph.D.

Nancy Tuchman’s career at Loyola University Chicago began in the Biology Department. She served
as Associate Provost for Research, and developed the Center for Urban Environmental Research &
Policy and the University’s Office of Sustainability. Nancy also served as Vice Provost and designed
and helped launch the Institute of Environmental Sustainability (IES) which evolved into The School
of Environmental Sustainability where she serves today as Founding Dean. Nancy’s current work is
inspired by the Jesuit Universal Apostolic Preferences and Pope Francis’s Laudato Si’. She chairs the
International Association of Jesuit Universities’ (IAJU) Task Force on Environmental & Economic
Justice and co-edits the Jesuits’ free online environmental science textbook, Healing Earth.

Christopher White

Christopher White is the Vatican correspondent for NCR. Prior to moving to Rome in August 2021,
he served as NCR's national correspondent, where his award-winning reporting included coverage of
the Catholic vote during the 2020 campaign and the election of President Joe Biden. Chris holds a
master's degree in ethics and society from Fordham University and a bachelor's degree in politics,
philosophy and economics from The King's College. His work has appeared in many print and online
publications. Chris has regularly appeared on television and radio programs and is a contributor for
NBC and MSNBC news.

Michael Sean Winters

Michael Sean Winters is a columnist at the National Catholic Reporter and a fellow at the Center for
Catholic Studies at Sacred Heart University. He is also the U.S. correspondent for the Tablet, the
London-based international Catholic weekly. He is the author of Left At the Altar: How Democrats
Lost The Catholics And How Catholics Can Save The Democrats (Basic Books, 2008). His biography
of the Rev. Jerry Falwell, God’s Right Hand: How Jerry Falwell Made God a Republican and
Baptized the American Right was published by Harper One in January 2012.



The Boisi CENTER for RELIGION

and AMERICAN PuBLIC LIFE

The Boisi Center for Religion and American Public Life was created at Boston College in
1999 with an endowment from Geoffrey T. Boisi '69 and his wife Rene (Isacco) Boisi '69.
From the outset its mission has been to create opportunities where a community of scholars,
policymakers, media, and religious leaders can connect in conversation and scholarly
reflection around issues at the intersection of religion and American public life. Our hope is
that such conversations can clarify the moral consequences of public policies in ways that
help to maintain the common good while respecting America's increasing religious diversity.

The mission of the Boisi Center commiits it to fostering rigorous, civil, and constructive
conversations about religion in American public life, in pursuit of the common good of a
religiously diverse society. We bring exceptional scholarship into dialogue with engaged
citizenship and the creative arts, in order to produce meaningful exchanges that inform,
challenge, and inspire. In doing this we support Boston College's Jesuit and Catholic
commitment to education that shapes minds and souls alike for service to others.

We feel that in the current social and political climate this work is more important than ever,
and we invite you to join us.

Our Staff:
Mark Massa, S.J. — Director
Susan Richard —Administrative Assistant
Madeline Jarrett — Graduate Research Assistant
Emily Caffrey — 2023-24 Undergraduate Research Assistant
Fallon Jones — 2023-24 Undergraduate Research Assistant




The Joan and Bill Hank Center

CCIH

for the Catholic Intellectual Heritage

Founded in 2006, the Joan and Bill Hank Center for the Catholic Intellectual Heritage (CCIH)
serves as venue for LUC faculty, students, and staff to learn about and investigate Roman
Catholic thought and its links to all academic disciplines. With its strong emphasis on
scholarly research and discussion, CCIH is a productive space where the fruits of that
research can be engaged, debated, and shared. CCIH also has a larger footprint—Ilocally,
nationally, and internationally— and conducts numerous programs, conferences, and
symposia that cultivate reflective experiences of:

« Connecting to Catholic Thought

« Researching Catholic Thought
« Communicating Catholic Thought

On April 24, 2007, Loyola University Chicago renamed this Center of Excellence in honor of
two generous friends and benefactors—Joan Los (BS’54) and Bill Hank.

The Joan and Bill Hank Center for the Catholic Intellectual Heritage stewards the Jesuit
principle of finding God in all things, which is at the core of the mission of Loyola University
Chicago. At the Center, the rich and variant lines of the Catholic intellectual tradition are
explored, communicated, and renewed.

Our Staff:
Dr. Michael P. Murphy — Director
Dr. Joe Vukov — Associate Director
Katie Arnold — Office Manager
Mary Countryman — 2023-24 Undergraduate Research Assistant
Connor Quaglino — 2023-24 Undergraduate Research Assistant
Grace Shallal — 2023-24 Undergraduate Research Assistant

LOYOLA

UNIVERSITY CHICAGO
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Preparing people to lead extraordinary lives
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FORDHAM|CENTERONRELIGION & CULTURE

At a time when religion's role in American life is both praised and contested, Fordham's
Center on Religion and Culture (CRC) explores the complex relationship between faith and
contemporary life.

Through public events and conversations with experts and artists, scholars and faith leaders,
the CRC seeks to engage and elevate the public dialogue about religion and culture, the mind
and the soul, inclusion and identity, politics, and the arts.

The Fordham Center on Religion and Culture was founded in 2004 by journalists Peter
Steinfels and Margaret O'Brien Steinfels. James P. McCartin, a historian of American
Catholicism at Fordham, succeeded them as director in 2011. The current director is David
Gibson, a veteran journalist and author, who joined the CRC in 2017.

Our Staff:
David Gibson— Director
David Goodwin — Assistant Director
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CATHOLIC STHDIES
Sacred Heart University

College of Arts e Sciences

The Center for Catholic Studies at Sacred Heart University promotes innovative
programming, teaching and scholarship that demonstrate the University’s mission. That
mission is rooted in the Catholic intellectual tradition and inspired by Vatican II as a living,
global reality, relevant to the world in which we live. The Center is committed to the study
and discussion of Catholic intellectual, social, cultural and artistic thought. Our
collaboration with other Catholic universities and colleges in developing distinctively
Catholic contributions to higher education is also at the forefront of our work.

The Center hosts several lecture series, including the Heart Challenges Hate series and the
Bergoglio Lectures, which bring the Catholic intellectual tradition into dialogue with
contemporary issues and concerns. The Center’s other programming, from colloquia to
webinars, highlight recent events on the life of the Church, cultivate interreligious and
interdisciplinary dialogue, and reach out to the local church and community.

Our Staff:
Dr. Michelle Loris — Director

Michael Sean Winters — Fellow

&

Sacred Heart
UNIVERSITY
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Thank you!

This conference was made possible by the generous support of:
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The University of San Diego:
President James T. Harris
Michael Lovette-Colyer
Jeffrey Burns
Sharon Cayetano

Film Crew:
Sebastian Gomes
Kevin Jackson
Kevin Christopher Robles

Musicians:
Victoria Bietz, Matthew Ignacio, Julie Marner, Guadalupe Rios, Annette Welsh

Very Rev. Efrain Bautista, Master of Ceremonies to Cardinal McElroy

The Conference Planning Committee:
Katie Arnold, Marjie Murphy, Susan Richard

Madeline Jarrett, program design
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